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1. Purpose 

This policy aims to ensure the health, safety, and well-being of all students, staff, and visitors by 
providing clear guidelines on school operations during periods of poor air quality. It aligns with the 
school’s commitment to student welfare and with public health recommendations issued by 
recognized authorities in Dubai and the UAE. 

2. Monitoring and Notification 

●​ The School Nurse is responsible for monitoring the Air Quality Index (AQI) daily through 
reliable and recognized sources such as IQAir, Dubai Municipality Air Quality Portal, or 
other official health and environmental platforms. 

●​ The AQI will be reviewed at 7:00 a.m. and 12:00 p.m. each school day, or more frequently 
during dust storms or environmental alerts. 

●​ When AQI readings reach levels considered “Unhealthy” (151–200) or worse, the School 
Nurse will immediately notify the Principal, Deputy Principal, and Heads of Section via 
internal communication channels. 

3. Response Actions 

When the AQI level is Unhealthy or worse (≥151): 

●​ All outdoor activities (including sports, PE, playgrounds, and recess) will be suspended. 

●​ Students and staff will remain indoors in air-conditioned, closed areas with proper 
ventilation. 

●​ PE teachers will conduct indoor or classroom-based sessions instead of outdoor physical 
activity. 

●​ Facilities and maintenance staff will ensure that: 

o​ Windows and external doors remain closed. 

o​ HVAC and air purification systems are functioning properly. 

o​ Filters are checked and replaced as per the preventive maintenance schedule. 

4. Special Health Considerations 

●​ Students with respiratory conditions (e.g., asthma, allergies) or other health sensitivities 
will receive individual attention from the School Nurse. 

●​ The Nurse will maintain an updated list of students with health vulnerabilities and 
coordinate with teachers to ensure proper precautions are taken. 
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5. Communication with Parents 

●​ If the AQI remains unhealthy for an extended period (more than one full school day), the 
school will issue a notice to parents informing them of the measures taken and reminding 
them to monitor their child’s health. 

●​ Parents will be encouraged to keep children at home if they exhibit respiratory discomfort 
during poor air quality days. 

6. Continuous Improvement 

●​ The school is committed to a continuous improvement approach to ensure optimal indoor 
air quality. 

●​ Routine checks on humidity, ventilation, and HVAC systems are conducted by the Facilities 
Management Department. 

●​ Data and feedback from staff, students, and parents will be reviewed regularly to improve 
air-quality management practices. 

7. Review and Responsibility 

●​ This policy will be reviewed annually and updated as needed based on new regulations or 
public health advisories. 

●​ The School Nurse will serve as the focal point for implementation and reporting. 
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